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WHAT? Recycling Solid Waste Actually COSTS Money? 
 

In Marquette County you bet it does! And for the near foreseeable  

future it will cost money to recycle instead of  putting it into the  

landfill. Right now we as a township are paying $57.50 for each ton of   

garbage that we put into the landfill. Expensive? Yes, but actually we pay 

one of  the lowest rates in the U.P. but that is a constantly changing num-

ber driven by many variables. 

Originally recycling was supposed to make some money to balance out the 

costs of  solid waste, and it did for awhile, at least until China stopped  

accepting recycled plastics from the USA and our market was gone. Until 

governmental relations improve there is not much hope for that market to 

return. 

Enter Recycle 906,  a recycling plan that takes advantage of  the sparse 

population of  the U.P. and the problems of  recycling in small  

communities. This plan is the result of  many hours of  consideration by 

not only the Mqt. Co. Solid Waste Management Authority, but also your 

elected officials. It will make use of  ONE larger recycling plant instead of  

several small trailers and bins being hauled around the U.P. The building is 

already in place and construction of  the machinery will start next month. 

Once everything is up and running, you will see an increased emphasis on 

recycling in our township. We will be keeping our website updated on how 

many tons of  garbage we put in the landfill and how  much was saved by 

recycling.  

We have nearly completed a plan for the reuse of  glass and how we will be 

handling it. We are also working toward larger, wheeled recycling bins and 

getting them to you at a reduced cost so that you can simply push your 

cart to the curb when it is full instead of  carrying it. Our kids recycle every 

day at school and we should encourage that activity at home with the same 

enthusiasm. 

Keep an eye on our website & Facebook page for more 

information to come!! 



The Township has an 

ordinance that says if 

your animal is off 

your own property, the 

animal has to be 

under the restraint of 

the owner 

 

———————- 

 

Leaves & grass 

clippings can be 

brought to the 

Marquette County 

Landfill without  

having to get a 

temporary haulers 

permit from the 

Township Office  
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ASSESSING NEWS 
 

Board of Review members sought 

Currently, there is an opening for a Board of Review member. The opening is for an unexpired term to 

end on December 31, 2019, with an opportunity to renew for two additional years. 

The Board of Review meets a minimum of three days in March and one day in both July and December. 

The statutory duty of the board of review is to receive and review the assessment roll in March as well as 

listen to appeals from property owners and decide on the validity of the appeal. The July and December 

sessions are specific to correcting clerical errors, granting Disabled Veteran Exemptions or Poverty  

Exemptions, and approving prior year Principal Residence Exemptions. You can call the Township  

Assessor if you have any specific questions regarding this topic. If you are interested, please come to the 

Township Office to pick up an application. 

 

2019 Reappraisal Area 

Currently, the Assessing Department is continuing to view the County Road 510  reappraisal area. All oth-

er properties in the reappraisal area have been visited except Midway Drive. The affected properties were 

sent notification letters and surveys. If you haven’t completed and returned your survey, please do so. The 

assessing department will view the remaining County Road 510 area through the end of November 2019. 

The Midway Drive reappraisal neighborhood will not be visited in 2019. The Assessing Department will 

begin visiting the Midway Drive area in May of 2020. 

 

New Construction or Construction Not Completed in 2018 

The Assessing Department will begin visiting properties that had partially completed construction as of 

December 31, 2018 and properties that applied for zoning and/or building permits in 2019. If you would 

like to set up an appointment for the Assessing Department to view the new construction, please call the 

Township Assessor, Susan Bovan, at 906-475-4013 on Thursdays, or 906-362-0228 any other day of the 

week. The visits will begin at the end of October 2019 and continue through the end of January 2020. 

And Down the Road We Go 
The main project for our Township Road Improvement Program this summer was the 

complete rebuilding of Hoist Road from County Road 510 to the dead end at the Hoist 

Dam Levee. All of the old culverts, which were corrugated metal and were mostly crushed 

or plugged, have been replaced with concrete culverts, and mostly of a larger size. 

The roadbed was never properly built as it had very little actual gravel in it and was fraught 

with stumps, railroad ties and huge boulders. New guard rails (the source of 24% of the 

project cost) have been installed to bring this road up to a class A standard.  

As with past road projects, as soon as they complete the road, the motorists very rarely  

observe the speed limit and the nice new road becomes a speedway. We are working with 

the Marquette County Sheriff’s Department on enforcement of the law.  A big THANK 

YOU goes to Payne & Dolan, our primary contractor, and the residents along the road 

who were so understanding when there were delays. 

The time is near for Negaunee Township to take a look at how to 

plan for the future. The Master Plan is a framework for best 

practices and how the people would like to see the township devel-

op in the years to come. Over the next several months the Planning 

Commission will begin the process by holding forums and work 

sessions for residents to bring personal interests and concerns to 

the forefront of the planning process. Look for more information 

in the months to come or stop in to ask how you can get involved. 

Trick -or -

Treat hours in 

the Township 

will be 4-7 pm 

on Thursday  

Oct   31st 
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PAYMENT OPTIONS: 

Auto pay: garbage & water accounts can be set up to 

come directly out of your checking or savings  

account (sign up forms are available in office or on 

website) 

Credit/Debit cards: garbage/water, tipping fee & tax 

payments can be made over the phone or in the office 

(fees apply) 

Cash or Check: Separate checks must be written for 

garbage, water, taxes & tipping fees as they go to 

different banks and accounts (but can all be mailed 

in the same envelope) 

Drop Box: A locked drop box is available outside the 

building doors for after hours payments. We do not 

recommend placing cash in the box. 

Employee Spotlight:  NICK LEACH 
 

In 2013, Nick started work as an intern in the Planning & Zon-

ing Dept and in 2015 took over as the Planning & Zoning  

Administrator. Fast forward to 2019, Nick was hired as the 

Township Manager and along with those duties he will continue 

his duties as the Planning & Zoning Administrator too. 

If you come into the township office, you may have encountered 

Doug, Nick’s dog. He has become the part-time office dog and  

unofficial township mascot. 

 

Nick and his wife Emily have one son.  

Outside of work, he enjoys biking, gardening  

and all other outdoor activities.  

Where did all those tires go? 

 
On October 19th, we had a used tire collection at the Neg Twp Community Center 

parking lot. Anyone from Mqt County could bring in their used tires. This was paid 

for by a grant received by the Mqt Co Solid Waste Authority. We filled 11 roll off 

dumpsters for a grand total of 70,860 lbs of tires. These tires have been hauled to the 

Mqt Co Landfill where they have been added to the tires collected from all over Mqt 

County. A new tire shredder is on order and is expected to be installed this year. 

Once the tires are shredded, where are the rubber chunks going to be used? 

 According to the landfill officials, they will be mixed with soil and used to cover the 

landfill cells as they fill them  Also, the shreds will be used in leachate drainage sys-

tems that run throughout the whole landfill site.  

Turn clocks back 

one hour Sunday  

November 3rd at 

2:00 am 

With the cold weather approaching, it is time to 

make sure your water lines & meters are protected 

from freezing. Water lines that must be protected 

from freezing are located under mobile homes, in 

garages or crawl spaces. 

Residents who have a water meter  

freeze will be charged to replace it. 

 

PLEASE ADOPT A HYDRANT 

A fire hydrant is an important tool  

for the Fire Dept. Precious time 

could be lost if they need to shovel  

out a hydrant during a fire! 

 

JUST A REMINDER: 

 

Negaunee Township will not be holding a  

November 5th election as there are no ballot items 

pertaining to our Township.  Marquette City,  

Marquette Township, Negaunee City and Richmond 

Township are the only municipalities in Marquette 

County holding elections in November. Should you 

have any questions, please feel free to contact the 

Clerk’s office (Clerk@negauneetownship.org) 

 

Amounts more than 90 

days past due on garbage & 

tipping fee accounts will be 

placed on the winter tax 

bill if not paid in full by 

November 15, 2019 
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Township library box 

update: 

 
The library drop box was  

installed in our parking lot in 

September,  2017 and two years 

later, the library has seen an  

increase in  library cards for 

township residents grow from  

477 in 2017 to 568 in 2018 and 

now in 2019, a total of 617.  

Use of the library box fluctuates 

by month with summer months 

being the busiest. Patrons can 

drop off books, CD’s and 

DVD’s in a convenient location,  

decreasing or eliminating fines. 

 

 

Water Departments News 

 
It was a busy summer for the Water Department with 2200 feet 

of  new water main installed along US 41 to supply the  

Carpenter/Millwrights Training Center. This water line  

extension was possible with a grant from the MI Dept of  Agri-

culture & Rural Devopment. 

Adding this line will also help eliminate some service line  

freezing issues and provides better fire protection to the south 

side. Also, (5) fire hydrants which were over 40 years old were 

replaced along M-35. 

The pump & motor for Wellhouse #2 were replaced. Also, in 

April we were awarded the “Best Tasting Water In the 

U.P.”  

CONGRATULATIONS to our Water Dept’s  

Assistant, Andy Hall as he has become a state certified water 

operator! 

The efficiencies put in place over the last 5 years have  

allowed us to make improvements without a major rate increase. 

 



Community Center Board News:       By Dale Rogers 

I’m sure you all had summer projects to complete and we have been very busy here as well. Both the Community Center 

Board & the Recreation Committee were able to get a couple projects done that I’m sure most of you have noticed. 

The new electronic message board was installed in June and is a good source of information for our residents. If you 

have a wedding reception at the Hall, we can congratulate the bride & groom or if there is a community event 

happening you’d like to advertise, stop in the office and see if your notice will be within our Message Board Usage 

Policy. 

Another project that we are very proud of is the landscaping and flower work done by Yvonne Leaf. With the building 

being recently painted, the grounds around the building really showed that an improvement needed to be done. The 

Community building is a facility the residents of Negaunee Township can be proud of. We aim to keep it that way and 

improving it will always be a priority. 

More lights have been added to the ski and walking trails which will eliminate a few dark areas. The new soccer field 

should be able to be played on next summer. The big yellow gates at the Waara III field will provide a much safer area 

for the players and spectators, especially for the children playing around the ballfield.  We do, however, want to 

encourage drivers to follow the new traffic pattern going to both back fields, the soccer field and the horseshoe courts. 

It is a ONE WAY road coming off of M-35 near the Fire hall. The new road will take you around the west end which goes 

behind the Waara III field. The exit will come out in the parking lot on the south end near the water tank. This change 

was made for everyone’s safety. Again, please follow the traffic pattern. 

We are still searching for a Director for our Recreation Program. The recreation provided in the gym was enjoyed by 

many and we’d like to start this again as soon as possible. Marcia Chapman ran our program for many years and did an 

outstanding job. She is missed very much and it will take someone special to fill her shoes. Perhaps you are that person. 

If you have an interest in the job, please stop by the office for an application or one can be printed off our website.  

As the chairman of the CCB and Rec Committee, I urge you as a tax payer to attend our meetings. Your input would be 

greatly appreciated. We want to hear your ideas, your concerns and your suggestions on how we can make our facilities 

bigger and better. This is YOUR COMMUNITY, you have a voice, attend a meeting and be heard! 

 

UNITED STATES 2020 CENSUS - WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

The US Constitution mandates that everyone in the country be counted every 10 years. 

The results of the census are used to reapportion the House of Representatives, determining how many seats each state 

gets. State officials redraw the boundaries of the congressional and state legislative districts in their state to account for 

population shifts. The distribution of more then $675 billion in federal funds, grants and support to states, counties and 

communities are based on census data. That money is spent on schools, hospitals, road, public works and other vital 

programs. 

Most households will receive an invitation in the mail around March 12 to March 20, 2020. Every household will have 

the option of responding online, by mail or by phone. Your responses to the 2020 Census are safe, secure and protected 

by federal law. Your answers can only be used to produce statistics – they cannot be used against you in any way. By 

law, all responses to the US Census Bureau household and business surveys are kept completely confidential. 

Completing the census is mandatory. It is a way to participate in our democracy and say “I COUNT” 



If the property listed on your tax bill is your 

primary residence you should see EXEMPT  

<—here 

 

 510 EXTENSION  

The Township has been working with the Marquette County Road Commission and the State Department of Transportation to find a route 

to extend Co Rd 510 and have it intersect US 41. The Township has been supporting this project for several years  as a way to reduce the 

traffic on Midway Dr and reduce an attempt to reduce accidents at Midway Drives eastern access point. We are gearing up and getting 

excited to hold an  Public Forum in the Township gymnasium to gain input from resident. A date and time are still being worked out,  but 

we are hoping for early November. Please contact the Township Supervisor or Manager for further information.  

 TREASURER  INFORMATION 

Winter Tax Schedule: 

December 1, 2019 – Winter taxes are issued and payable to the Township Treasurer. 

December 30, 2019 – The Township Office will be open until 5:00 p.m. for residents to pay taxes.  Regular business hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

February 14, 2020 – The last day to pay 2019 property taxes without incurring any penalty or interest.  The Township Office will be open until 5:00 p.m. for resi-

dents to pay taxes. 

March 1, 2020 – Both Winter and Summer 2019 unpaid Real Property Taxes are turned over to the Marquette County Treasurer’s Office.  After that date, all tax 

payments must be made to the county. 

You may make a credit/debit card payment (fees apply) either in person or by phone.  Also, we have a locked drop box for after hour payments.  Please do not 

leave cash in the drop box.  

If you own multiple parcels you may pay them with one check. However, Garbage and Water payments MUST be paid with a separate check.   

How to better understand your Township Tax Bill 

(Note: Winter Tax Bills will be blue) 

If the property listed on your tax bill is your 

primary residence you should see 100 next to 

P.R.E. % here 

<— 

If your 2019 Summer Taxes have not been 

paid you will see a message here  

notifying you. —> 

<—Your Property # is also know as your Parcel 

<—If your taxes are in escrow you should see 

a mortgage code listed here and ESCROW will 

appear as a watermark in the background. 

This means your mortgage company pays 

your taxes and this copy is for your reference 

only.  
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